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Immanuel Lutheran Church  
9 a.m. Worship  

Live Stream / Conference Call 
 

ADVENT  

Sundays, November 29, December 6, 13, and 20, 2020   
 

 

Welcome to worship at Immanuel Lutheran Church!  We are glad you are 

here.  Immanuel Lutheran Church is an inclusive congregation extending God’s 

love and grace to all people.  There is a welcome place for you here! 

 

God’s Grace and Peace to YOU through our Lord and Savior 

Jesus the Christ! 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA 

1226 E. Washington St. 

Washington, IA  52353 
 

(319) 653-3950 

Email: luthwash@hotmail.com 

Website: luthwash.org 

Facebook: Immanuel Lutheran Washington Iowa 

YouTube: luthwash 
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*All those who are able please stand              

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

P: Hear God’s love! 

C: We hear God’s love, for the world and for us, through forgiveness, 

scripture, preaching, liturgy, and song.  
 

P: Hear God’s love! 

C: Holy God, open our ears to hear and our hearts to be transformed by 

Christ’s words of love to and for the world.  Amen. 

 
*INVOCATION 
 

P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 

steadfast love endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived 

as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Loving and forgiving God, 

C: we confess that we are held captive by sin.  In spite of our best efforts, we 

have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our 

neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  Wake 

us up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

P: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you 

are free— free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN                         Evangelical Lutheran Worship #264 

 

 
 



4 

 

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

 
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 1  November 29 

  

P: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days 

of preparation for Christ’s advent.   

C: As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us 

from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he 

comes with all the saints and angels.  Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare 

our hearts to welcome him with joy.  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 

coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 

Light one candle. 

 
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 2  December 6 

 

P: We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s 

advent.   

C: As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your 

Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness.  Enlighten us with your 

grace, that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us.  Grant this 

through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  

Amen. 

Light two candles. 

 
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 3 December 13 

 

P: We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for 

Christ’s advent. 

C: As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await 

the Lord’s coming in glory.  Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve 

our neighbors in need.  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 

certain and whose day draws near.  Amen. 

Light three candles. 
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Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 4 December 20 

 

P: We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s 

advent. 

C: As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see your presence 

in the lowly ones of this earth.  Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing 

of your advent among us in the Word made flesh.  Grant this through Christ 

our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  Amen. 

Light all four candles. 

 
GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.     

C: And also with you. 

 
*KYRIE              

 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE                    Evangelical Lutheran Worship #251 

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray.   … Amen. 

 
            WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING 
 

First Sunday of Advent: November 29, 2020                                                        Isaiah 64:1-9 

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 

Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 

Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be 

the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 

R: The word of the Lord.     C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Sunday of Advent: December 6, 2020       Isaiah 40:1-11 

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is 

over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word 

can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God. 

R: The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Third Sunday of Advent: December 13, 2020            Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face 

hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, 

moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for 

those who mourn. 

R: The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 20, 2020          2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house 

(dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, 

however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the 

messiah, God’s anointed. 

R: The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  

     

First Sunday of Advent: November 29, 2020                          Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 

Second Sunday of Advent: December 6, 2020                    Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 

Third Sunday of Advent: December 13, 2020                            Psalm 126 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 20, 2020                         Luke 1:46b-55 

 
SECOND READING 

           

First Sunday of Advent: November 29, 2020             1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has 

already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming 

day of the Lord. 

R: The word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Sunday of Advent: December 6, 2020      2 Peter 3:8-15a 

This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially 

concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to 

anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 

R: The word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Third Sunday of Advent: December 13, 2020              1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, 

prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 

R: The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 20, 2020              Romans 16:25-27 
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul 

proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations. 

R: The word of the Lord.    C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

BUILDING THE NATIVITY SCENE   
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

ELW #828; v1 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 

                   

 First Sunday of Advent: November 29, 2020                                                 Mark 13:24-37 

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to 

end all suffering. 

 

Second Sunday of Advent: December 6, 2020              Mark 1:1-8 

The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 

  

Third Sunday of Advent: December 13, 2020              John 1:6-8, 19-28 

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to 

Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 

  

Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 20, 2020                           Luke 1:26-38 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from 

little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. 

Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel. 

 

P: The holy gospel according to St.  ___________ the _____ chapter.   

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: 

 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON  
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*HYMN OF THE DAY     Evangelical Lutheran Worship #254 

 

 
 

*NICENE CREED  

 

P: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in trust and 

hope in our Lord, Jesus Christ, we confess our faith: 
 

C: We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father; 
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  through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

   and became truly human. 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 

   On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the scriptures; 

   he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Or, "who proceeds from the Father." The phrase "and the Son" is a later addition to the creed. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

P: God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 

our prayers for everyone in need. 

 

P:  Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
*PEACE 

 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.   

C: And also with you. 
God’s people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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*HOLY COMMUNION  December 13, 2020          Liturgy on pages 15 – 16 

 
OFFERING  
 

During this time of social distancing, we continue to give God our thanks and praise through our 

tithes and offerings of thanksgiving for the mission of the church including the care of those in 

need.  Please mail your checks to Immanuel, sign up for automatic withdrawal, or give online 

through our website: luthwash.org. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray.  Generous God,   …   In the name of Jesus, Immanuel, we pray.  

C: Amen. 

 
*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 

P: Let us pray.  Holy God, …  For the Word of your covenant, we thank you, 

O God.  

C: We thank you, O God. 
 

P: We praise you for the coming of Jesus our Lord, … For your Word who is 

Christ, we magnify you, O God.  

C: We magnify you, O God. 
 

P: Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word. …  For your Word 

through the church, we praise you, O God.  

C: We praise you, O God. 
 

P: All praise to you, holy God, today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen.  

C: Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 

  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever.   Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

P: Christ has no body                                          Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) 

 But yours,… 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN        Evangelical Lutheran Worship #248 
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*DISMISSAL 

 

P: You have heard love. 

C: We have heard Christ’s love! 
 

P: You are filled with Christ’s love!  

C: We will share Christ’s love with our neighbors!  Thanks be to God.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #38811. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020 

“CAR HOP COMMUNION” 

IMMANUEL’S PARKING LOT 10:30 A.M. – 11 A.M. 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P: Generous God,   …   In the name of Jesus, Immanuel, we pray.  

C: Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING      
 

*DIALOGUE  

 

P: The Lord be with you.   

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn:                  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 3, page 144 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 

creating a world of order and beauty.   … 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

…   Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 

holy Church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 

  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever.   Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.  Come, eat and drink Christ’s love.   

 

PRE-POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Gracious and abundant God,   …   for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
*BENEDICTION             Liturgy on page 13 


