Immanuel Lutheran Church
9 a.m. Worship
Live Stream / Conference Call

Season of epiphany
Sundays, January 10, 17, 24, 31and February 7, 2021

Transfiguration of Our Lord
Sunday, February 14, 2021

Welcome to worship at Immanuel Lutheran Church! We are glad you are
here. Immanuel Lutheran Church is an inclusive congregation extending God’s
love and grace to all people. There is a welcome place for you here!

God’s Grace and Peace to YOU through our Lord and Savior
Jesus the Christ!
Immanuel Lutheran Church, ELCA
1226 E. Washington St.
Washington, IA 52353
(319) 653-3950
Email: luthwash@hotmail.com
Website: luthwash.org
Facebook: Immanuel Lutheran Washington Iowa
YouTube: luthwash

Hear Love. Eat Love. Share Christ’s Love.
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*All those who are able please stand

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
P:

Hear God’s love!

C:
We hear God’s love, for the world and for us, through forgiveness,
scripture, preaching, liturgy, and song.
P:

Hear God’s love!

C:
Holy God, open our ears to hear and our hearts to be transformed by
Christ’s words of love to and for the world. Amen.
*INVOCATION
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.

C:

Amen.

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P:

Holy God,

C:
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with
all our ways. We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins
and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your
outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the
earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us,
gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are
on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
P:
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of
God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the
Spirit’s reconciling peace.

C:

Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN

Evangelical Lutheran Worship #249

GREETING
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C:

And also with you.
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*KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

P:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C:

Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 176
Gloria, Setting 7
Sung twice
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
Let us pray. … Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING
Baptism of Our Lord: January 10, 2021
Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was
good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news
for us. God created and continues to create new life.
R: The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Second Sunday after Epiphany: January 17, 2021
1 Samuel 3:1-10
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to speak
the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught
him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Third Sunday after Epiphany: January 24, 2021
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message:
Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent.
The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have
mercy?”
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: January 31, 2021
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the
Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people
that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: February 7, 2021
Isaiah 40:21-31
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom is
the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to
those who are weary.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
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Transfiguration of Our Lord: February 14, 2021
2 Kings 2:1-12
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to
Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses
died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors
of the great prophet Moses.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
Baptism of Our Lord: January 10, 2021
Second Sunday after Epiphany: January 17, 2021
Third Sunday after Epiphany: January 24, 2021
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: January 31, 2021
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: February 7, 2021
Transfiguration of Our Lord: February 14, 2021

Psalm 29
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Psalm 62:5-12
Psalm 111
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
Psalm 50:1-6

SECOND READING
Baptism of Our Lord: January 10, 2021
Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never
heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy
Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.
R: The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Second Sunday after Epiphany: January 17, 2021
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the
death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality,
are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Third Sunday after Epiphany: January 24, 2021
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want
Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: January 31, 2021
1 Corinthians 8:13
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license
to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable
believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause another
to sin.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: February 7, 2021
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the
focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving
God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
Transfiguration of Our Lord: February 14, 2021
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord
Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine
in our lives through Christian ministry.
R:
The word of the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Evangelical Lutheran Worship #828; verse 1

GOSPEL
Baptism of Our Lord: January 10, 2021
Mark 1:4-11
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
Second Sunday after Epiphany: January 17, 2021
John 1:43-51
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus.
Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come
and see.”
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Third Sunday after Epiphany: January 24, 2021
Mark 1:14-20
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel”
or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with
repentance and faith.
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: January 31, 2021
Mark 1:21-28
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and
know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are
amazed at his authority.
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: February 7, 2021
Mark 1:29-39
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere he
goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives.
The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.
Transfiguration of Our Lord: February 14, 2021
Mark 9:2-9
Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to
Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s
glory manifest in the beloved Son.
P:

The holy gospel according to St. ___________ the _____ chapter.

C:

Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding:
P:

The Gospel of our Lord.

C:

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY
January 10, 2021 verses 1 and 2
January 31, 2021 verses 2 and 3

Evangelical Lutheran Worship #308
January 17, 2021 verses 3 and 4

January 24, 2021 verses 5 and 6
February 7, 2021 verses 1 and 6
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*HYMN OF THE DAY

Evangelical Lutheran Worship #315

February 14, 2021 verses 1, 3, and 5
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*APOSTLES' CREED
P:
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope in our Lord, Jesus Christ, we confess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P:

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need.
P:

let us pray.

C:

Have mercy, O God.

P:
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for
the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

C:

Amen.
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*PEACE
P:

The peace of Christ be with you always.

C:

And also with you.

God’s people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

*HOLY COMMUNION

January 10 and February 14, 2021

Liturgy on pages 16 – 17

OFFERING
During this time of social distancing, we continue to give God our thanks and praise through our
tithes and offerings of thanksgiving for the mission of the church including the care of those in
need. Please mail your checks to Immanuel, sign up for automatic withdrawal, or give online
through our website: luthwash.org.

*OFFERING PRAYER
P:
Let us pray.
saving grace.

C:

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: ... through Jesus Christ, our

Amen.

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
P:
Let us give thanks for God’s life-giving word.
Let us pray. Holy God, … For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.

C:

We thank you, O God.

P:

Your Word … For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.

C:

We worship you, O God.

P:
By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word, … For sustaining us with
your Word, we praise you, O God.
C:
We praise you, O God.
P:
Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and
forever. Amen.

C:

Amen.

12

*LORD’S PRAYER
P:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION
P:

Christ has no body
Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
But yours,…
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the
comforter ☩ keep you in peace.

C:

Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN

Evangelical Lutheran Worship #313
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*DISMISSAL
P:

You have heard love.

C:

We have heard Christ’s love!

P:

You are filled with Christ’s love!

C:

We will share Christ’s love with our neighbors! Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #38811.
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SUNDAYS, JANUARY 10, 2021 and FEBRUARY 14, 2021
“CAR HOP COMMUNION”
IMMANUEL’S PARKING LOT 10:30 A.M. – 11 A.M.
*OFFERING PRAYER
P:
Let us pray.
saving grace.

C:

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: … through Jesus Christ, our

Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
*DIALOGUE
P:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them to the Lord.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
P:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 3, page 144
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P:
Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful word
you created all things. …
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
… Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
holy Church, both now and forever.

C:

Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
P:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P:

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. Eat Christ’s Love.

*PRE-POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Christ Jesus, …. to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name.

C:

Amen.

*BENEDICTION

Liturgy on page 13
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