GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
P:

Hear God’s love!

C:
We hear God’s love, for the world and for us, through forgiveness,
scripture, preaching, liturgy, and song.
P:

Hear God’s love!

C:
Holy God, open our ears to hear and our hearts to be transformed by
Christ’s words of love to and for the world. Amen.
*INVOCATION
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

C:

Amen.

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C:

Amen.

P:

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P:

Gracious God,

C:

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P:
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

C:

Amen.
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*GREETING
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C:

And also with you.

*KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

P:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

P:
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C:

Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray. … Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture readings, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22

1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the
Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul.
R:

The word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.
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Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile,
will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that
through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”
R:

The word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

PSALM
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22
Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29

Psalm 23
Psalm 130

SECOND READING
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22

Ephesians 5:8-14

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that
reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.
R:

The word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29

Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force
behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by
which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.
R:

The word of the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book,
Setting 6, page 171
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*GOSPEL
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22

John 9:1-41

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness
to the things of God.
P:

C:

The holy gospel according to St. John the 9th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding:
P:

The gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise to you, O Christ.

Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29

John 11:1-45

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he
calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.
P:

C:

The holy gospel according to St. John the 11th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding:
P:

The gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
P:
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and
hope in our Lord, Jesus Christ, we confess our faith:

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P:
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
P:

Hear us, O God.

C:

Your mercy is great.

P:
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you; through Christ our Lord.

C:

Amen.
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*PEACE
P:

The peace of Christ be with you always.

C:

And also with you.

God’s people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERING
During this time of social distancing, we continue to give God our thanks and praise through our
tithes and offerings of thanksgiving for the mission of the church including the care of those in
need. Please mail your checks to Immanuel or give online through our website: luthwash.org.

*OFFERING PRAYER
P:

Let us pray.

C:

Amen.

Holy and generous host, … Jesus Christ, now and forever.

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
P:
Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word … For your Word of
life, O God,

C:

we give you thanks and praise.

P:

By your Word … For your Word of life, O God,

C:

we give you thanks and praise.

P:

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, … For your Word of life, O God,

C:

we give you thanks and praise.

P:
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; … through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

C:

Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
P:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit; let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION
P:

Christ has no body
Teresa of Avila
But yours,…
Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring ☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you in
love and in peace.

C:

Amen.

*SENDING HYMN
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*DISMISSAL
P:

You have heard love.

C:

We have heard Christ’s love!

P:

You are filled with Christ’s love!

C:

We will share Christ’s love with our neighbors! Thanks be to God.
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